
The Buffalo News 

The renaissance of Buffalo’s waterfront is an ideal example of how important it is to 

preserve and adapt our natural resources if New York State is to thrive.  Focused 

investments and resources have helped Buffalo transform from a post-industrial to an 

innovation hub and an emerging tourist destination. 

Unfortunately, New Yorkers on the other end of the Erie Canal have not had the same 

opportunity to modernize their use of the natural landscape. Communities in the 

Adirondacks and Catskills cannot use Forest Preserve land to make investments that 

would spur tourism and economic development. In 1894, Article XIV of the state 

Constitution put New York’s Forest Preserve lands under the state’s highest level of 

protection. These communities can’t create safer bike paths, install broadband, drill a 

water supply well, or even straighten dangerous roads and improve critical 

infrastructure. 

Right now, the towns of Chester and Horicon in Warren County want to relocate a 

bridge to improve emergency response time. Hamilton County would like to widen the 

shoulder of a road heavily traveled by cars, bicycles, and pedestrians to improve public 

safety. These two easy projects, which could be done easily anywhere else in New York 

State, would require a Constitutional amendment. For these communities, widening a 

road or moving a bridge onto a small portion of state Forest Preserve land cannot be 

done. 

Voters can help these communities on November 7th. A Constitutional Amendment 

would empower these communities to make decisions to promote public health and 

safety without undertaking a time-consuming and costly bureaucratic process. 

The proposed amendment, Ballot Proposition #3, will create a land account, or land 

bank, with up to 250 acres of forest preserve land eligible for use by towns, villages, and 

counties that have no viable alternative to using forest preserve land to address specific 

public health and safety concerns; as a substitute for the land removed from the forest 

preserve, another 250 acres of land, subject to legislative approval, will be added to the 

forest preserve. The proposed amendment also will allow bicycle trails and certain 

public utility lines to be located within the width of highways that traverse the forest 

preserve while minimizing removal of trees and vegetation. 

Ballot Proposition #3 is supported by a wide bi-partisan coalition of local governments, 

environmental protection organizations, business groups, and recreational enthusiasts, 

including the Adirondack Mountain Club, the League of Conservation Voters, the North 

Country Chamber of Commerce, and the Nature Conservancy of New York. This 

coalition of groups supports the amendment because it is good public policy and it is 

rooted in common sense. 

Vote “yes” to Ballot Proposal #3 to bring broadband, utilities, clean water, and enhanced 

safety to residents and visitors of the Adirondack and Catskill Parks. Successful passage 

of this ballot question will allow communities in the Adirondacks and Catskills to make 



common-sense infrastructure upgrades to improve public safety and well-being of their 

communities without having to go through a prolonged and costly constitutional 

amendment process each time.  

 

  



Democrat and Chronicle 

Rightsizing government has never been easy. Changing policies is challenging. 

Amending the State’s Constitution is even more difficult. But that’s what we need to do 

this November, when we vote for Ballot Proposition #3. 

On Election Day, voters can cut red tape and bloated bureaucracy by passing Ballot 

Proposal #3 to empower communities in the Adirondacks and Catskills to make 

commonsense infrastructure upgrades that they currently cannot make without 

amending the state Constitution.  

Today, the communities in these parks cannot place public utilities under roads that 

cross state Forest Preserve land. They cannot use a portion of that land to straighten 

dangerous roads, create safer bike paths, replace a culvert to prevent flooding, drill 

water supply wells - or take on any other critical infrastructure project. 

Ballot Proposal #3 authorizes New York State to create a Public Health and Safety Land 

Account, or land bank, with up to 250 acres of Forest Preserve land eligible for use by 

towns, villages, and counties that have no viable alternative to using land from the state 

Forest Preserve to address specific public health and safety concerns.   

If passed, local governments in the Adirondack and Catskill Parks could finally install 

broadband, improve utilities, enhance roadside safety, and provide clean water to their 

communities without waiting a minimum of three years for their proposal to be passed 

by two successively elected state legislatures and a statewide referendum. 

The Adirondack and Catskill parks include millions of acres of Forest Preserve land, 

which is a phenomenal environmental and economic asset which provides unparalleled 

experiences. This proposal strikes a much-needed balance of ensuring sustainability for 

the residents who make their homes in these communities, and the conservation of our 

valuable resources.  

If passed - the proposal can help keep these parks safe for the next half century.  

Do not miss this chance to end a time-consuming and costly process in New York State, 

and help the Adirondack and Catskill communities to become safer for residents and 

visitors alike.  Join a wide bi-partisan coalition of local governments, environmental 

protection organizations, business groups, and recreational enthusiasts by voting “yes” 

on Ballot Proposal #3.  

*The New York State Association of Counties is a bipartisan municipal association 

serving all 62 counties of New York State including the City of New York. Organized in 

1925, NYSAC's mission is to represent, educate and advocate for member counties and 

the thousands of elected and appointed county officials who serve the public. For more 

information, visit www.nysac.org. 

  

http://www.nysac.org/


The Post-Standard 

On November 7th, you have an opportunity to effect positive change for dozens of 
communities in New York. It’s not the question of whether or not to convene a 
constitutional convention. It’s Ballot Proposition #3, which would help the towns, 
villages, and cities in the Adirondacks and Catskill parks improve the quality of life for 
their residents.  
 
Vote “yes” for Ballot Proposition #3, if you want to help the towns of Chester and 
Horicon in Warren County relocate a bridge to improve emergency response time; and 
enable Hamilton County to widen the shoulder of a road heavily traveled by cars, 
bicycles, and pedestrians to improve public safety. These two easy projects, which could 
be done easily anywhere else in New York State, require a Constitutional amendment. 
For these communities, widening a road or moving a bridge onto a small portion of state 
Forest Preserve land cannot be done.  
 
Vote “yes” on Ballot Proposal #3 to allow for commonsense infrastructure upgrades by 
creating a Public Health and Safety Land Account, or land bank, with up to 250 acres of 
Forest Preserve land eligible for use by towns, villages, and counties that have no viable 
alternative to using Forest Preserve land to address specific public health and safety 
concerns.  This would allow communities in the Adirondack and Catskill Parks to 
expedite broadband development, improve utilities, enhance roadside safety, and 
provide clean water for residents and visitors.   
 
Help to free these communities from a bureaucratic process not faced by any other part 
of the state. Join a wide bi-partisan coalition of local governments, environmental 
protection organizations, business groups, and recreational enthusiasts by voting “yes” 
on Ballot Proposal #3. 
 

The New York State Association of Counties is a bipartisan municipal association 
serving all 62 counties of New York State including the City of New York. Organized in 
1925, NYSAC's mission is to represent, educate and advocate for member counties and 
the thousands of elected and appointed county officials who serve the public. For more 
information, visit www.nysac.org  



Newsday 

Long Islanders are no strangers to regulations.  While they are often implemented to 

promote the public good, over time, regulations can begin to impede it.  This is currently 

the case in the Adirondack and Catskills Parks, where communities cannot complete 

important road maintenance, install utilities, expedite broadband development, drill a 

water supply well, or even create bicycle paths on state Forest Preserve land without a 

state Constitutional amendment.  This hurts business and threatens the safety of 

residents and visitors. 

There is a way for New York State to strike a balance between ensuring sustainability for 

the residents of the parks and the conservation of our environment.  If passed, Ballot 

Proposal #3 would create a Public Health and Safety Land Account, or land bank, with 

up to 250 acres of Forest Preserve land eligible for use by towns, villages, and counties 

that have no viable alternative to using land from the state Forest Preserve to address 

specific public health and safety concerns.  The land bank would allow communities to 

move forward with projects that allow for enhanced safety, modernization, and tourism 

in Upstate New York. 

Join a wide bi-partisan coalition of local governments, environmental protection 

organizations, business groups, and recreational enthusiasts by voting “yes” on Ballot 

Proposal #3. 

  



The New York Times  

As hurricanes, floods, forest fires, and other natural disasters ravage our planet, the need to 

protect our natural environment has never been more critical.  New York State has a long history 

of conservation efforts, which includes protecting nearly three million acres of land as “forever 

wild” under Article XIV of the state Constitution.  Still, there is always more work to be done to 

protect us from our natural environment and our natural environment from us.   

When New York’s Forest Preserve lands were put under the state’s highest level of protection in 

1894, the state struck a balance between encouraging economic development and protecting the 

environment. However, more than a century has passed since the “Forever Wild” clause was 

added to our state Constitution, and we need to update our land use needs to ensure our 

environment is protected and public safety and access are maintained.  

In the Adirondack and Catskill Parks, local governments are having difficulty maintaining public 

health and safety, as well as improving important infrastructure, because these projects would 

infringe on Forest Preserve land. It is time that we revisit the 1894 law that set our laws and 

strike a new balance, this time between promoting public health and protecting our resources. 

This November, voters across the state can find the solution on their ballot. Ballot Proposal #3 

will allow New York State to create a Public Health and Safety Land Account, or land bank. This 

land bank sets aside up to 250 acres of Forest Preserve land eligible for use by towns, villages, 

and counties to address specific public health and safety concerns. In exchange for the use of 

any of the 250 acres, matching acres would be allocated to the Forest Preserve.  

Ballot Proposal #3 is a commonsense measure to streamline public safety projects by allowing 

the approval process to be localized. This is a less costly and bureaucratic alternative to the 

status quo in which each project proposal must be passed as a state Constitutional 

amendment. Ballot Proposal #3 would allow local governments to expedite critical 

infrastructure projects, improve utilities, and provide enhanced safety for residents and visitors. 

Communities in the Adirondack and Catskill Parks need your help.  

There is a growing and broad bi-partisan coalition of local governments, environmental 

protection organizations, business groups, and recreational enthusiasts that support Ballot 

Proposal #3. These groups include the Adirondack Council, the New York League of 

Conservation Voters, and the Nature Conservancy. Voters should vote “yes” to amend the State 

Constitution and fix an outdated environmental regulation that is standing in the way of public 

safety and utility improvements in New York State. 

  



The New York Post  

Over-regulation. It’s a common criticism lobbed at state government at all levels.  

If anyone can relate to the heavily regulated policies, it is the communities in the Adirondack 

and Catskill Parks.  Projects as simple as widening a road or moving a bridge have been put on 

hold for years because Article XIV of the state Constitution requires that any proposal that 

infringes on Forest Preserve land can only move forward with a constitutional amendment, 

which means that the project must be approved by two successively elected state legislatures and 

then approved by voters in a statewide referendum.   

This November, Ballot Proposal #3 provides voters with a unique opportunity to slightly modify 

this important amendment.  Specifically, this amendment will allow New York State to create a 

Public Health and Safety Land Account that sets aside up to 250 acres of Forest Preserve land 

eligible for use by towns, villages, and counties that have no viable alternative to using land from 

the state Forest Preserve to address specific public health and safety concerns.  This is an 

infinitesimal fraction of New York’s nearly three million acres of Forest Preserve land, and it 

would allow local governments in the Adirondack and Catskill Parks to finally make localized 

public health and safety decisions.  

Article XIV, which puts New York’s Forest Preserve lands under the state’s highest level of 

protection, is the product of delegates at the 1894 Constitutional Convention trying to strike a 

balance between encouraging economic development and protecting the environment.  This 

1894 Grand Compromise needs a slight adjustment to protect the safety, public health, and 

development needs of communities in the Adirondack and Catskill Parks. 

This proposal is supported by a broad bi-partisan coalition of local governments, environmental 

protection organizations, business groups, and recreational enthusiasts.  It is a commonsense fix 

that would make it possible for Upstate communities to expedite critical infrastructure projects, 

improve utilities, and provide enhanced safety for residents and visitors.  Vote “yes” to Ballot 

Proposal #3 on November 7. 

 


